


















OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT:
Kirsten Scheurer Branigan
PRESIDENT-ELECT:
Desha Jackson
VICE-PRESIDENT:
Pamela Poff
CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICERS:
Catherine Elston
Michele Meyer-Shipp
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS:
Heather Boshak
Kristina R. Haymes
CORPORATE SECRETARIES:
Jessica Stein Allen
Tracey Thompson
GENERAL COUNSEL:
Heather G. Suarez
Christine Rigney
DIRECTORS OF MEMBERSHIP &
MEMBER SERVICES:
Linda Mirsky Brenneman
Wendy Johnson Lario
DIRECTORS OF CORPORATE  
RELATIONS:
Elizabeth Siso Bair
Catherine Wells
DIRECTORS OF MARKETING &
PUBLIC RELATIONS:
Christine Baker
Nancy McDonald
DIRECTORS OF PROGRAMMING:
Lynda Bennett
Galit Kierkut
DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC POLICY:
Lynne Anderson
Patricia Barasch
DIRECTORS OF BEST PRACTICES:
Natalie Hiott-Levine
Suzanne Cerra

CHAIR OF NOMINATIONS:
Linda Lordi Cavanaugh

TRUSTEES
REGION 1: ESSEX & HUDSON
Linda Harvey
REGION 2: BERGEN & PASSAIC
Gina Bilangi
REGION 3: MORRIS & SUSSEX
Nancy Arencibia
REGION 4: SOMERSET, HUNTERDON 
& WARREN
REGION 5: MIDDLESEX & UNION
Meryl Gonchar
REGION 6: MONMOUTH & OCEAN
Ellen Torregrossa-OÌConnor
REGION 7: MERCER, BURLINGTON  
& CAMDEN
Sandra S. Moran
REGION 8: ATLANTIC, CUMBER-
LAND, CAPE MAY, GLOUCESTER 
& SALEM
Karen Upshaw

TRUSTEES-AT-LARGE
Marie Accardi - Monmouth County
Susan C. Berger - Bergen County
Stacy Ann Biancamano - Union 
County
Olga E. Bradford - Union County
Sheila Carson - Essex County
Jennifer B. Cohen - Somerset County
Lori Dvorak - Monmouth County
Courtney Gaccione - Essex County
Carmen M. Garcia - Mercer County
Susan Hodges - Camden County
Angela Iuso - Essex County
Wendy Klein - Bergen County
Elizabeth Legiec - Morris County
Janetta D. Marbrey - Mercer County

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S
Connie Mateo - Morris County
Susan OÌConnor - Middlesex County
Kimarie R. McDonald - Warren 
County
Carmen A. Rodriguez - Morris County
Leslie C. Rohrbacker - Morris County
Anne Ronan - Bergen County
Debra A. Sahler - Somerset County
Sandra B. Sherman - Morris County
Esther Suarez - Bergen County
Elissa M. Testa - Passaic County
Marianne Zembryski - Union County

COMMITTEES AND 
TASK FORCES
DIVERSITY COMMITTEE: 
Chairs - Michelle Meyer-Shipp and 
Camelia Valdes
WOMEN OF COLOR TASK FORCE: 
Chairs - Joan Burke and Ferlanda 
F. Nixon
GENDER EQUITY TASK FORCE: 
Chairs - Virginia Pettinelli and Rose 
Reyes McKiernan

EXECUTIVE ADVISORY 
COUNCIL
Christine Amalfe, 
Marilyn Askin, Monica Barrett, 
Christine Bator,  
Frances V. Bouchoux, 
Ann Marie Burke, 
Colette Coolbaugh,  
Holly English, Cathy Fleming,  
Michele M. Fox, Susan Goldring, 
Linda Lashbrook, Pamela Mainardi, 
Maxine Neuhauser, 
Hope Pomeranz, 
Norma Rosenbloom, 
Phoebe Seham, Judy Verrone

 NJWLA Leader HEATHER G. SUAREZ 
Esq., Walder, Hayden and Brogan 
PA, has been recognized for her 
sustainable leadership in service of 
the triple bottom line [people, planet, 
profits] with a WOMEN OF INSPIRATION 
award by the The National Association 
of Women Business Owners — North 
Central Jersey Chapter, with the 
Institute for Sustainable Enterprise, 
Silberman College of Business, 
Fairleigh Dickinson University.

 NJBIZ named two NJWLA leaders 
as New Jersey’s Best 50 Women 
in Business. The inaugural award 
program, produced by NJBIZ, honors 
New Jersey’s most dynamic women 
business leaders who have been 
making headlines in their field:

	  Christine Amalfe, Esq., Gibbons PC
	  Heather Suarez, Esq., Walder Hayden 

and Brogan PA

N E W S

WILL Fundraising 
Project

Continued from page 9

Lynne Anne Anderson (Directors of Public 
Policy NJWLA) of Sills, Cummis, Epstein 

& Gross, P.C. spoke about Diversity at 
her firm: How creating and maintaining 
a diverse workplace is of paramount im-
portance to the success of their Firm, and 
how the Diversity Committee has been 
created to focus on initiatives which will 
enhance the culture of the Firm and the 
quality of service to clients. 

NJWLA would like to give special thanks 
to Lynne Anne Anderson, Sills, Cummis, 
Epstein & Gross, PC for hosting the break-
fast, and all of the attendees for making 
this networking breakfast such a success.  

Visit our website, www.NJWLA.org, for 
information on upcoming events.
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